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World Bank to fund project to create
safe and smart streets across city

The second phase of the Chennai City Partnership will receive funding of $350 million for capacity building of the Greater

Chennai Corporation, the Chennai Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority and the Metropolitan Transport Corporation

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he World Bank will
T fund projects to de-

velop walkable
neighbourhoods with de-
congested and safe streets
as part of the second phase
of Chennai City Partner-
ship.

A meeting with civic
authorities was held re-
cently for promotion of ur-
ban mobility and spatial
development with the ti-
meline of 2022-2027. The
second phase of the Chen-
nai City Partnership will re-
ceive funding of $350 mil-
lion for capacity building
of the Greater Chennai
Corporation, the Chennai
Unified Metropolitan Tran-
sport Authority (CUMTA)
and the Metropolitan Tran-
sport Corporation.

“The partnership will

Partnership. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

focus on improving Digital
Chennai for e-mobility and
smart parking solutions.
The projects to improve
bus services and suburban
rail services will be imple-
mented in the second
phase,” said an official.
Under public private
partnership, parking, e-

P L ~
Eldams Road is one of the streets to be covered under the Digital Chennai initiative of the Chennai City

mobility and transport
hubs will be developed in
various parts of the city. At
the meeting, the officials
discussed the projects to
create climate resilient pu-
blic infrastructure and give
a city-wide facelift.

The civic body is set to
create a seamless network

by planning primary
streets along transit routes,
integrating the network
with schools and parks.

“We will identify special
and unique projects in
each neighbourhood, in-
volving the stakeholders,”
said an official.

Of the 600 km of arte-

rial and sub-arterial roads
in the city, 10 km have
been identified for phase 1
of the Chennai Mega
Streets Pri me.

In addition to five roads
such as Monegar Choultry
Road, Khader Nawaz Khan
Road, Guindy Race Course
Road, Tiruvottiyur High
Road and Washermenpet,
projects for spatial deve-
lopment and urban mobili-
ty along stretches such as
Anna Nagar Third Avenue,
Dr. Radhakrishnan Salai,
Pulla Avanue, Taluk Office
Road, Evening Bazaar
Road, Eldams Road, Rattan
Bazaar Road, Canal Bank
Road, West Canal Bank
Road and Sashtri Nagar
First Avenue will be deve-
loped.

Velachery Main Road
will get modern infrastruc- |
ture required for a food
street.
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Beware of Al-induced
fake video calls seeking
funds: cyber police

Scamsiers use Alpowered deeplake tech to target citizens: people must call

the cvbercrime helpline number 19500 they come across any such activity

B Sivaraman
CHENNAI

e Cyber Crimse Wing

ol the Tamil Nadu Pol-

o has issued an advi-
wory on fake video calls that
ane being made by scamsters
uging artificial imelligence
(AL rechnology.

Deeplake technobogy is be-
ing vsesd o perperrate several
typred of Fravdhulent seams, by
creating  highly convincing
and realistic fake content, ol
len using Al o manipulate
aindio, vides or images. ln-
irkally, this rechnology was
primarily utilissd for enter-
Lainment purposes, enabling
[lrmemeakers and conbent crea-
lors 1o searmlessly imtegrate
Aclors inbo scenes or imper-
somate historical fgures, the
police said.

Sanjay Kumar, Additional
Director-General of Polics,
Cyber Crime Wing, said:
“The scam invalving Al-gen-
erated deeplake video calls
typically follows a series ol
carefully orchesrated steps,
combining technological so-
phistcation with psychologi-
cal manipuilation. The dcam-
ster creates a lake pn#.'ll.e.
olten using stolen images or
publichy-avaikable i
graphs of rrusted individuals
like friends or Emily mem-
bers. They then use Alpo-
wered deeplake technology
1 create highly realistic vi-
deo calls on sockal media or
otler online platforms and
impersonale someone  the
victim kpows, such 3 a
riemd, a Gumily member or 3

The: scam emveotving Al -generaied diecpfake wdeo calls typically follows a
sevies of carefully cechestrated steps, combining bechnotogical
sophistication with psychological manipulation

olleague o deceive them in-
1o thinking it's a genuine con-
versation. Later, they create a
sense of ungency and redquess
the wictim to transler momey
1o their bank accounis.”

The: police said the desp-
lake wias carefully desigmed
o i the appearance and
manmneriEms of the imperso-
nealesd [person.

In addition 1o the video
manipulation, scamsters ane
using Al-generated wioe syn-
theesis o mimic the voice of
e Empeersonated person, en-
leancing the flusion of auth-
enticiy during tee video call.

Mr. Eumar said: “Though
o complaint has been re-
oeived in this regand o far in
e Srate, we wish o alert cil-
wens bo be aware and o be vi-
gilant abowt such frauds. Peo-
ple should seay  informed
abowt tee latest scams, in-
cuding those mvolving Al
lechnology, and be cautiouws
when receiving video calls
Iroum unexpected souroes”

When receiving a video

call from someone claiming
oy b & Eriend of family mem-
ber, make a phone call 1o
their personal mobile num-
beer 1o verily teeir Meminy be-
lore ranslerring any money,
said the ADGP.

Sharing data
The advisory asks citizens 1o
lirnit dee amount of personal
dara shared online and adjust
privacy settings on social me-
din platforms 10 restrict ac-
o83 o inlormation and 1o
oonsider using  multi-lactor
authentication  and  other
identity  verificalion  mea-
sures 1o profect Scoocms
Iram unauthorised access,
The Cyber Crime Wing
aaid if anyone suspects that
they heve been a victim of 2
deeplake video calll Fraud or
leave come across suspicioms
aCtivity, it is crucial 10 report
the mcident by calling the
cyber crime toll-fres helpline
numbeer 1930 or by register-
ing & oomplaint ar www.cy-
Isrcrime govin.
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‘Weighing unit made of crystal

quartz unearthed in Keeladi

“A weighing unit made of crystal quartz was
found in the ninth phase of the excavations in
Keeladi,” said R. Sivanandam, joint director,
Department of Archaeology. It was the first time
a crystal quartz had been unearthed in Keeladi,
he said, adding that it was found at a depth of I75
cm in the quadrant XM19/3. “It is somewhat
spherical in shape with the top and the base cut
off, making it flat. It has a smooth surface and is
transparent.” With a diametre of 2 cm, itis L5cm
high and weighs 8 gm. This antiquity was found
along with terracotta hopscotch, iron nail,
black-and-red ware and red slipped ware. The
excavation also yielded a fragment of a snake
figurine made of terracotta. The eyes and mouth
of the snake were intricately carved. This
handmade-earthen figure has a red slip witha
rough surface and is 6.5 cm long, 5.4 cm wide
and 1.5 cm thick.

Chief Minister unveils logo of the recently
formed T.N. Wildlife Crime Control Bureau

The Hindu Bureau no legal authority to book  dlife crime hotspots.
CHENNAI an offence.
The WCCB operates in  Federated database

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Tuesday unveiled the
logo of the Tamil Nadu Wil-
dlife Crime Control Bureau
(WCCB), a unit formed re-
cently to prevent wildlife
crimes in the State.

Over 190 offences have
been detected by the
WCCB, as per an official re-
lease. These include the
sale of ivory, ivory pro-
ducts, tiger skins and their
parts and possession of
snakes, parrots, sea conch
and sea shells. While the
WCCB can detect and inter-
cept wildlife crimes, it has

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI

four zones — Chennai,
Coimbatore, Madurai and
Ramanathapuram — with
118 frontline forest workers
across the State. As per the
Forest Department, the
unit’s main objectives are
gathering information and
intelligence on wildlife
crime, preventing the ille-
gal sale of wildlife and wil-
dlife products and collabo-
rating with global
organisations.

It will also establish
standard guidelines related
to wildlife crime, and col-
lect and map data on wil-

Experts call for a federated
database to record and
analyse crimes. A. Shankar
Prakash, an independent
conservation criminology
researcher, said it was im-
portant for the WCCB to
have officials trained in in-
vestigating crimes. A cen-
tralised database for re-
cording and analysing
wildlife crimes and a sys-
tem for different agencies
such as the Customs, Di-
rectorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence, and police to ex-
change information is
crucial, he said.

2 . SRR iR
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin unveiled the logo of the Wildlife Crime

Control Bureau on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851



https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

T.Ns elephant population
stands at 2,961, an increase *
from 2,761 logged in 2017

The Hindw Burean
CHENMAL

Tamil Madu has 2,961 ele-
phamts as per the Forest
Department's  synchro-
mized elephant popukition
estimation done from May
1749 in the four southern
Spates. This is an increase
froen. the Ggure 2761, re-
comded in the survey done
in 2017

This surey was con-
ducted in 26 forest dind-
sions of Tamil Madu,
among which elephants
were sighted in 20 dii-
sians using the block ooant
method. Six forest dind-
sions (Madurai, Thend, Sa-
lem, Tirupattur, Vellore,
and Tiruvvannamalai) did
oot report elephants, as
per the report. A total of
2045 persons, inchsding
department staff and vo-
lunteers, were imvalved in
the study, covering a dis-
Eance of 8,838.4 km.

The fgure 2,961 was ar-
rived at by averaging the
Iorweer Brnt of 2,772 aned the
upper limit of 3,150 ele-
phamts. Among the fve ele-
phant reserves, the Nilgiris
Eastern Ghats (Nilgirish re-
serye had the highest esti-
miated density follawed by
Milambur  Silent  Valley
PCoimbatore) reserve, Ana-
malai  ele P reserve,
Srivilliputhur elephant re-

mately two female  ele-
phants. The four major
classes of age considered
were calf (less than a year
ol amd 153 cm in height),
jevenide (1-5 years old; 1239-
180} e talll, sub-adules {5-
15 yemrs old;, E81-210 om tall
fior fermale and B1-240 cm
for male) and adults (15
yeuars; more than 210 cm
tall for female and more
tham 240 cm for made). OF

the total elephamts estimat-

Jumbo watch

Tha Forest Departrent has reles=ad 3 wild slaphant sursey
report a5 perwhich there are 2,561 elephants in Tamil Nadu

=T
The Rilgms Tl FM TR bai 8:1.]
Kndakazal = ATR-Fniachi Las
Caredi g | Dharmapur 144
Tireneteeh k) Ermsde L5E
Hannikagmarn L] Coimbatone 130
SHTR-Megamaki 7] ATR-Tinsppur 1
HMTR-Halakadui Tl STR-Hsaimer FLE:
Guidabsr 1] MTRMaitigudi 346
SHTR- 1] Ea k]
Srrail bputhug Sathpanangala
Hedur 135 MTE-Udha g 4
Pk RUATAY Srwd Ry thar-bagnrod s Tips Sesnve, 5T Bnivaa nga b
Tiper Ewasrve; NTR Mudumals| Tips: Eswrve; KMTR: Kakkad Mundarihural

Tiper Swisye; ATR: Asamida |l Tige Finsryy

ed, 27% are adult fermale,
% are adult male, 1% are
sub-adult female, 12% ane
sub-adult male, 8% are ju-
venile female, 5% are juve-
nile male, amd 4% are
calves.

“There is a good mix of
elephants of all age groups.
IF the: age-wise distribution
wats shewed, i meins so-
mething was wrong with
the ecosystem. But we can
see 3 healthny mix,” said Sri-
mivas 1. Reddy, Chief Wil-
dlife Warden. He further
=i that the increase of
200 elephamts from the
2007 survey indicated that
the population was stable.
= Ne might hove miszed
out on some slephants, but
we definitely don't have
fewer than 2961 ele-
pharts”

The Forest Department
wsed two methods to esti-
mute the elephant popula-
tion — direct sighting using
“sample block count” and
indirect estimate using Fne
transect (dung countl.

Earhs forest division was
divided imto several small
blocks fup o 5 s Jo) and
a1 teamn of three to four per-
sons covered each blodk.
“Upan sighting elephants,
care was taken to oount all
imdividimls first and then
agesex  them  wherever
possible " sid the report.
Ineach blodk, a trinsect of
2 lam was kid across and
willked am onoe i emamer-
ate dung piles for estimat-
img their density. This dung
density was then comvert-
ed into elephant density
through calculations.
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Villagers living near Neyveli,
Cuddalore power stations
facmg health issues: report

and pullumn issues umul by two thcrm.i pm\cr stations and a mine in these areas

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

oovulagin Nanbar
gal and Manthan
Adhyayan Kendra
have come out with an en-
vironmental study high
lighting the various health
hazards cased by the op-
eration of two thermal

The repor, titled "PO-
WERing Follutson - The En-
vironmental Impacts of
Thermal Power Stations
and Mining Operations in
Neyveli and Parangipettai’,
was released 2 a press
meet in the Chennai Press
Club on Tuesday.

While the NLCIL oper-
ates five thermal power sta-
tions of 3640 megmat
(MW) capacity, comprising
Neyvell TPS 11, Neyveli 1
Exp, Neyveli 1l Expa, Ney-
veli New and TAQA Neyve-
li, the IL&FS Tamil Nadu
Power  Comp Lad.

The findings kom 20 locations showed Bt drisking water SOurces

Wore sowaily Contaminaned with Migh kevels of menury, sélenum
and fusdde. APRISIVIANONA MAGE

M. Dharmadhilary said
the mercury content m a
borewell water source in
Tholkappaar Nagar of Va-
dakuvellur, was found to
be 250 times above the
permissible limiz. In thc
same
ter was found to ccm:un

(ITPCL) operates a L2200
MW seawater-based power
m Cuddalore.

P rpad .
of Manthan Adhyayan Ken-
dra, who was ane of the
authors of the repart, said
tions in Neyveli, where the

and skin isues. Health ha-
zands were also caused by
the dumping of Sy ash
from TPS and coal dust
from munes, which pallut-
ed the air, besides the dis-
charge of effluem direcily
the TPS and the
mines, he added.

cal faciities 10 treat the vil-
lagers affected by the pre-
sence of the TPS and the

villagers to use their hosps-
tal for providing treat-
ment, & said.

The study, carned outin
the villages around ITPCL
TPS, also showed contam-
nation of air, soil and natw-
ral water resources, se
verely affecting the heakh
of the people and their &
velihoods. The coal stor-

coal transportation,
gtzshandcnaldlmﬁwn
the TPS had hit the cultva-
tion of and des-
roped the ey o the
soil, 2 added.

The survey team found
vishle m of
e
ash in bouses, causing res-
piratory issues, kidney dis-
ease, hairfall and skin pro-
blems among residents.
The wam also found that
the water from the bore-
well at Karikuppam village
was contamimated. & was

ride, iron, caldum and
magnesium content  ex-
ceeded the permissile li-
mits. The traditional route
being taken by fishermen
had been blocked by the
plant, thereby redixing

their incame.

steps effluents
from the coal mines and
the TPS, the dum,

dﬂy:sh":pkxalnmrbom
dies and carry out desilta-
tion of streams that carry
ﬂ)uhfmmtheﬂ’;lalm
called for efbdent moni-

(TNPCH) and the Ministry
of Environment, Forest
and limate Change
(MoEFCC).

mn the presence of Manitha-
neya Makkal Katchi presi-
dent :nd MLA Jawahirul-

) mines. The NLCIL authori-  turbid, hard and had alka-  “Poovulagin - Nanbargal
oride. ties were not allowing the  Ene properties. The fluo-  Sundarmjan.
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Should Constitution be amended to
make Article 370 permanent, asks CJI

Petitioners’ counsel Kapil Sibal argues that Parliament and the Union government diluted Article 370 ‘unilaterally’; the

relationship between the Union government and the Stare of Jammu and Kashmir was ‘purely federal, he adds

Erishnadas Ra
MNEW [HELHI

hief Justice of India

DY, Chandrachod

on Tuesday said
that as a constitutional de-
mocracy, India seeks its
public opinions through
established  institutions
such as Parliament and not
through Erexit-type
referendums.

The Chief Justice, head-
ing a Constinstion Bench
examining the challemge to
the dilution of Article 370
of the Constitution annull-
ing the special status of
Jammmu and Kashmir, was
reacting to a submission by
senior advocate Kapil 5i-
bal, appearing for the
petitioners.

People’s will

Mr. Sibal was arguing that
Parliament and the Union
government had diluted
Article 370 “unilaterally”,

without making an effort to
understand the will of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

“When you want to sev-
er such a special relation-
ship with Jammu and Kash-
mir, you had to ultimately
seek the opinion of the pe-
ople. The will of the people
was central to this deci-
sion. It should have been a
political decision... What
happened in Brexit? There
wis no constitutional pro-
vision for a referendum.
‘Yet, they asked for public
opinion,” Mr. Sibal
submitted.

Yiou cannot

ervisage a
Brexit-tvpe referendiim..
Bt within a Constitution
like ours, there is no
question of a
referendum

LY. CHANIFRACHLITY
O] e ol Inudia

But Chief Justice Chan-
drachud said a Brexit situa-
tion could not be envis-
aged in India

Public opinion

“In a constitutional democ-
racy, seeking the opinions
of the people should be
through established insti-
mitions. Any recourse to
public opinion has to be
sought through the esta-
blished institutions. You
cannot envisage a Brexit-
type referendum... That
was a political decision ta-
ken by the then govern-
ment in the LULE... But with-

in a Constitution like ours,
there is no question of a re-
ferendum,” the Chief Jus-
tice ohserved.

Mr. Sibal argued that the
Union government had di-
lted Article 370 throwgh a
series of “executive acts”,
starting with the dissolu-
tion of the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative As-
sembly and the State go-
vernment, the subsequent
imposition of President’s
Rule in the erstwhile State
and the tweaking of the
prowiso to Article 37003) to
side-step the pre-condition
of getting the recommen-
dation of the now-defunct
Jammu and Kashmir Con-
stituent Assembly before
declaring  Article 370
inoperative.

“You [Indian govern-
ment] played a frawd on
the Constitution,” counsel
said.

Mr. Sibal said that the re-
lationship between the Lin-

ion government and the
Seate of Jammu and Kash-
mir had been “purely fed-
eral”, and not quasi-feder-
al as in the case of other
Srates.

The consent of the State
and its people had been
necessary for diluting Arti-
cle 370,

Permanent nature

At one point, the Chief Jus-
tice asked how it could be
assumed that Article 370

had assumed a permanent
character in the
Constifution.

“Was a constitutional
amendment required in
the Indian Constitution to
drop the ‘temporary’ na-
ture of 370 and make it per-
manent or can it be
deemed permanent mere-
Iy om the basis that the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Consti-
tuent Assembly did not
abrogate it before dissolv-
ing in 1957." he asked.
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More students using smartphones
for entertainment than study: survey

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan bunches report based on responses of 6,229 parents of schoolchildren in rural

communities across 21 States; 49.3% of students have access o gadgets but only 34% of that number use them for studies

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

pan-India survey of

6,220 parents of

schoolchildren
aged six to 16 in rural com-
mumnities across 21 States
revedled that more chil-
dren used smartphones for
entertainment rather than
for studies.

The State of Elementary
Education in Rural India
report, released by Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan here on
Tuesday, is based on a sur-
vey conducted by the De-
velopment Intelligence Un-
it (DI, a collaboration
between Transform Rural
India and Sambodhi Re-
search and
Communications.

Access to gadgets
The survey revealed that

49.3% of students in rural
India have access to smart-
phones. However, among
parents whose children
hawe access to gadgets,
T6.7% said the latter prima-
rily used mobile phones to
play video games.

Of the students with ac-
cess to gadeets, 56.6% used
the devices for download-

Aspiring for higher education

The table shows parental expectations ol a child's educational attainment. About TH% of parents
aspine for their girls o attain graduation oo higher degrees

Dropping out: Farents of a section of girls
sald thelr daughters dropped out of school
ta help owt in the family's earnings 1. paGu

Expctod level of
education of child

Boy | Girl
L I L

Up ta elamentary

a4 39 4

Up to secondary 4 18 3
Higher secondary 111 152 |13
Graduation 96 | 503 |50

Fontgraduation/Ph.l iS5 | 2r8 |30

W ahaut 30% of parents aspire far their children o
become gracuiates or attain higher degrees.

W Thee cusrvey inluded respanses of 6,220 pasants
across 11 Stabes of India.

ing and watching movies,
while 47.3% used them to
download and listen to
music, the survey said. On-
Iy 34% use the gadgets for
downloading study mate-
rial, and 18% accessed on-
line learning throwgh uto-
rials.

Of the 6,229 parents sur-
veyed, 6,135 had school-go-
ing children, 56 had chil-
dren who dropped out of
school, and 38 had chil-
dren who had never en-
rolled in schonl.

At least 78% of the pa-
rents of girls and 82% of

Source: Stabe of Elementary Eduction in Rural India report

40¢% of the surveved

parents have
conversations with

their children
around leaming in
school every day

the parents of boys wanted
o educate their children to
the level of graduation or
above.

Students in Class 8 and
above had more access to
smartphones  (58.32%),
while students in Classes 1
o 3 also had access

421%).

Cuestions on the learn-
ing environment at home
revealed that 40% of the
parents said that ape-ap-
propriate  reading mate-
rials, other than textbooks,
are available at home.

Parent participation
The survey showed that
only 40% of parents have
conversations with their
children around learning
in school every day, while
3% have such conversa-
tions with their children a
few days a week.

The survey also sought
to know the reasons for
children dropping out of
school from a subset of 56
respondents.

As much as 36.8% of the
parents of girkk who had
dropped out said it was be-
cause they were needed o
help out with the family’s
earnings.

Additionally, 316% of
parents mentioned their
child's lack of interest in
studies, while 2L1% be-
lieved that their daughters
had to take care of house-
hold chores and siblings.

For boys, as per the sur-
vey, the key reason for
dropping ouwt from school
was the child's lack of inter-
est in siudies.

As much as 71.8% of res-
pondents cited this reason,
while another 48.7% =aid
the boys were required o
help out in the earnings for
the family.

0n parent participation,
the survey revealed that
B4% of parents stated that
they regularly attend pa-
rent-teacher meetings at
school.

The top twie reasons for
parents not  attending
meetings were short notice
and a lack of willingness.
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What is the Jan Vishwas Bill,
2023 proposed by Centre?

Why has the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2023, kicked up a furore among various
stakeholders? What are its advantages? In what ways are it going to cost the common man?

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The story so far:

court prosecution is not necessary to
administer punishments. It also removes
imprisonment as a punishment for many
offences.

Covered under the Jan Vishwas
! of Provisions) Bill, 2023 are

he Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill, 2023 was
passed in Parli: recently.
Introduced by Commerce and

Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, the Bill
aims at giving further boost to ease of
living and ease of doing business. It
proposes to amend 183 provisions to be
decriminalised in 42 Central Acts
administered by 19
Ministries/Departments.

What is the Jan Vishwas Bill about?
The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill, 2022 amends 42 laws,
across multiple sectors, including
agriculture, environment, and media and
publication and health. The Bill converts
several fines to penalties, meaning that

changes in the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940, the Food Safety and Standards Act,
2006 and the Pharmacy Act, 1948. This
has evoked heated debate about its pros
and cons among health care activists,
experts in the field of pharmacy and
patient-welfare groups.

Among these, the changes proposed to
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 have
been the most contentious. The Act
regulates the import, manufacture,
distribution and sale of drugs and
cosmetics in the country.

Currently, the Act defines four
categories of offences— adulterated drugs,
spurious drugs, mislabelled drugs, and

Not of Standard Quality drugs (N3Qs) -
and lays out degrees of punishment (a
combination of prison time and fine}
based on the degree of offence.

‘What are the pros and cons of the
amendments?

The amendments have brought in sharp
criticism from health activists. Prashant
Reddy, lawver and co-author of The Truth
Pill: The Myth of Drug Regulation in India,
said that the Bill is detrimental to public
health on two counts.

First, it allows manufacturers of Not of
Standard Quality Drugs (NSQ) drugs to
escape significant penalties despite the
fact that these drugs can have an adverse
effect on the patient.

“For example, drugs that lack the
adequate active ingredient or fail to
dissolve will not cure the disease it is
meant to and that will result in a poor

treatment outcome for the patient.
Second, the Bill also reduces penalties for
owners of pharmacies who violate the
terms of their licence,” he said.

“The Indian pharmaceutical sector,
manufacturing and pharmacies included,
are already subject to extremely lax
regulation as evidenced by the explosion
of scandals recently across the world
linked to “Made in India’ medicine. The
government should be tightening the
regulatory screws, not giving the industry
a literal “get out of jail” pass,” he said.

Vijay Vojhala, a former medical
representative and health activist, said
that laws shouldn’t become a
cost-to-operation component for
companies but should install in them the
greater sensibilities and responsibilities
towards the society. But, in majority of
the cases it's seen as missing.

‘What is the government’s argument in
favour of the Bill?

Responding to the concerns raised by
wvarious groups on the Bill been more
industry friendly the Health Minister Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviva said: “India is the
pharmacy of the world and we have to
work towards ensuring that the best
medicines are provided while reasonable
benefits are offered to business.
Rationalising laws, eliminating barriers
and bolstering growth of businesses are
important.”

THE GIST

-

The Jan Vishwas (Amendment
of Provisions) Bill, 2023
proposes to amend 133
provisions to be decriminalised
in 42 Central Acts administered
by 19 Ministries, Departments.
-

Among these, the changes
propased to the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940 have been
the most contentious. The Act
regulates the import,
manufacture, distribution and
sale of drugs and cosmetics in
the country.

-

Activists fear that the
government, under the guise of
ease of doing business, have
proposed the amendments
which seek to dilute the
punishment by doing away
with prison terms for a lot
offences and converting fines
to penalties.
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